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(Sofia, National Museum of Literature)
The Unfamiliar Fra Diavolo

7 March 2013 marks the 120" anniversary of the artist and humourist Rayko Aleksiev. The tragic
demise of the Cricket - who expired on 18 November 1944 after having been arrested in the
famous Writers' cafe on Tsar Osvoboditel boulevard and subjected to torture by the newly-
established rule - has left a deep impression in society’'s memory. He was posthumously

sentenced by the People's Court.

Rayko Aleksiev published his first caricature in Vartokashtnik (The Housekeeper) when he was
only 15 years old and soon after that - in 1913 - had his first one-man exhibition. He served as a
military artist in World War | and made an exhibition featuring a cycle of paintings from
Macedonia. Concurrently, he wrote for humourous periodicals, such as Baraban (The Drum),
Smyah (Laughter), Balgaran, Maska (The Mask), Zora (Dawn), designed postage stamps and
postcards, as well as book and magazine covers.

Another project of Rayko Aleksiev's also brought success to its author - in 1925 along with the
pedagogue Marin Vlaykov and Dimitar Podvarzachov he participated in the compilation of
spelling-books for the II, 111 and IV grade. He was also president of the Union of the Artists'
Societies in Bulgaria. 1932 was a memorable year that saw the first issue of Shturets (The
Cricket). Over the years the circulation of the newspaper grew to 20,000, 25,000, and well up to
50,000 copies. For the first time photomontage, created by the artist himself, was featured in the

Bulgarian press.

During his lifetime Rayko Aleksiev published 4 humorous books, but the world has yet to see a
publication of his collected or selected works. This was Radoy Ralin's dream, the first person to
have restored the artist's name. Is the genius of envy alive, or is the "broom of oblivion" to brush

away the life and work of the Cricket?

Despite his rehabilitation after 1989 no serious literary-historical study of his life and work has

yet been undertaken.



Pymsina IlenueBa

(Cotus, Haimonasnen nurepaTypeH My3ei)

Heno3uatusart Fra Diavolo

Ha 7 mapt 2013 1. ce HaBbpiuxa 120 roguHu OT POKIACHUETO HAa XYJ0)KHUKA U
xyMmopucrta Paiiko AnekcueB. B mameTTa Ha Xopara e sipko 3arneyaTaHa TparnyHaTa KOHYMHA Ha
Hlypena — apectyBaH B ipouyTtoto [lucarencko kadene Ha ,,Ilap OcBoboguTeNn™, M3TE3aBaH OT
HOBOJIOIILJIMTE Ha BiacT U nounHan Ha 18 HoemBpu 1944 r. [locMbpTHO € ocbieH oT Hapoguus
cbl1. Ka3Bar — 3apaiu HIKOJIKO aHTUCHBETCKH Kapukatypu. TBbp/s, ue ToBa € GOpMaTHUIT
noBoJl. Enun [lenun nuie, ye ako B bbiirapus ce poau reHuii, Tosa e ObJe reHusIT Ha
3aBUCTTA, 1 HMEHHO JKepPTBa Ha Hero craBa Paiiko AnekcueB. Mosxken e 1a mpaBu MHOTO HEllla, U
TO n00pe. ETo Kak ce camooxapakTepusupa XyMOPUCTHT: ,, Omauuumentu bene3u — Koca,
ocmasuna OyruHocmma cu 8 MUHALOMO, No2ied — yCmpemeHr ¢ Haoexncoa 8 Ovoewemo, 200UHU —
mpuoecem u mpu u nirc, poOoCciosue — MaKkeooney (cmpeis ¢ napaben), Maika — NAHALIOPKa
(cmpens ¢ uepeuioso monue), U3pacHal b8 Bpaya (Mrozepeedacuticku 61UsAHUSL), KAKLE M) €

memnepamenma — camu cvoeme.”

[IbpBaTa cu Kapukarypa nmyOiaMKyBa eiBa 15-ronuiieH BbB B. ,,BbPTOKBIIHUK®, @ MHOTO
CKoOpo ciej ToBa — npe3 1913 r., mpaBu bpBaTa CH caMOCTOSITENHA U3J10k0a. YyacTBa B
[IppBara cBeTOBHA BOMHA KaTO BOEHEH XY/A0KHHK, pUCYBa LIMKbBJ KapTUHU OT Make1oHuUs,
KOUTO MTOKa3Ba B CaMOCTOsITEIHA U3J10:k0a. EHOBpeMEHHO ¢ ToBa IMyOJMKYyBa B XyMOPUCTUYHHUS
neyar — ,,bapaban®, ,,Cmsx“, ,,bearapan®, ,,Macka®, ,,30pa‘“, mpaBu MPOEKTH 3a MOLUICHCKU
MapKH, pUcyBa IIPOEKTH 3a KOPULY HA CIIMCAHUS Y KHUTH, HA MTOIIEHCKU KapTUYKH, U3TOTBS
embnemaTa Ha BoennoBb3aymnaute cuu. [Ipe3 1925 1. nuiie cueHapus, peKucupa U yyacTsa
BBbB (hunma ,,KoBapnara npunneca Typanaor” (kaTo akTbOPH C€ U3SBSIBAT U XYI0KHULIUTE
Huxkona TaneB u bopuc JleneB). 'oBopu ce, ue € 1 aBTOp Ha MBPBUSL OBJITaPCKH AaHUMALIMOHEH
(buIM, KOETO He € U3KIII0YEHO, Thil KaTo HeropaTa rnopeana (KOMUKC) Hanpumep 3a ['yHbo
I'bckoB € MorI1a JIecHO a ce IpeBbpHE B pucyBaH GpuiM. Yuu nureparypa B Couiickus
YHUBEPCUTET U NOCEIIaBa U3BBHPEIHUTE KYpPCOBE 110 PUCYBAHE B THEIIHATa XYA0KECTBEHA

akazemus. Ycnssa na cnenuanusupa B Utanus u I'epmanus. B MroonxeH ce noraris B



O0oxeMckaTa atMoc(epa Ha ObJIrapcKaTa KOJOHHS ¢ Hal-sIpKUTE U MpeAcTaBuTen — YaBaap u

®anu Mytadosu, Usan Ilenkos, Enucasera barpsina, CBerocias Munkos, Jleuko Y3yHOB U 1Ip.

Omure enHO HAYMHAHUE MY HOCH ycrex — rpe3 1925 r. yuacta 3aeaHo ¢ negarora Mapun
BuaiikoB u Jlumutsp [logssp3adoB B cheTaBsiHeTo Ha yuTanku 3a I, Il u IV otnenenue.
Uurankurte ca 60raTo WIFOCTPUPAHU OT XyI0XKHHUKA. M ¢ TOBa HE ce m3ueprnBa negarornyeckara
My JICMHOCT — MPUBJICUEH € B KOMUCHITAa HA MUHHCTEPCTBOTO HAa HAPOAHOTO IMPOCBEILICHHE 32
M3pabOTBAHETO HA IPOTrpaMu 3a 00yUEHHUETO M0 PUCYBaHEe, pbUHa paboTa U phKojaenue. B

ChIIOTO BpEME HaMHpa BPpEME U CHJIN 1A 6’5,[[6 npeaceaarci Ha Cnro3a Ha APYyKECTBATa Ha

XyAoXHULUTE B bpirapus, 1a MHUIUMpA U OpraHu3upa cTpoeka Ha Jloma Ha u3KycTBara (KOHTO
ce € HaMHpaJl Ha br'bJia Ha JHemHuTe yiunu ,,I. C. PakoBcku™ u ,,['pad Urnarues”), na criotu
MUCATENH, XYIO)KHUIM, My3UKaHTH B IMETO Ha HJesATa 3a 001 KynTypeH KuBoT. Taka Paiiko
Anekcues ce sBsiBa HE CaMO KaTo OOLECTBEHO aHTaKUpaHa JMYHOCT, HO 00EIMHSBAILO 3BEHO Ha
pa3IMYHU ABTOPCKU KOHUEMIMU U MTOJIMTHYECKHU NPUCTPACTUS — 3eMEACIIH, KOMYHHCTH,

IMPOIMPAaBUTCICTBECHO OPUCHTUPAHN TBOPILIU.

1932 1. e cp100BHA 32 HETO — CKIIFOYBA Opak ¢ miajnara aktpuca Becena ['prHUapoBa, a
no Konena nznuza nepsust 6poit Ha B. ,,ll{ypen. B manka konoHka e usHeceH ,,Manudecra* Ha

HOBOTO U3JAaHUC:

3naeme nu wo 3Hayu, Ko2amo 6 eoHa, NpuMUCHama om Hegonu Kvua sanee Lllypey?
Ilosepuemo kasea, ye e na padocm u Ha 0oopo. Hawwuam eecen Ll[ypey nama nuxkaxea opyza
amouyus, océeH 0a NPUIUYA HA CBOSL MANLK De32PUNCEH CHUMEHHUK, KOUMO Jieme no NOJsHU U
2PAOUHU, 3UMe KPAll OZHUWAMA MAHAHUKA C8OSIMA Oe32PUINCHA NeCeH U NbJIHU C 8ecelue
cvpyama. Ilocpewneme ¢ 006po cvpye eecenus Llypey, 3aujomo mot Hocu paoocm 8
npumuchamus 6u om negonu xcusom. Toti we 6u pazxkazea HeyMOopHO 3a 6e300U0HUme

acalocmusu cepou om 2p61006€ U nalaHKu, e 6u uenrne seceill uCmopuu 3a pasronpasKunie, 3a

Kukumopume, 3a mvujume u ceeKvpeume, cecu3-mocus uie 6 paskased eecejli KJIioKu u uHmpucu
us Oéwecmeomo, ue ce cmee 3ae0HO ¢ 84C HAO ceoume U sauiume He()bau, ue ce 3akada c
noaumuyume u noiiumudecKkume napmuu, napmudku, niemena, cpynu, Kpuiya u onauku u we cu

c8UpU Oe32PUANCHO.

A Koeamo 3bPHE 6CUHYKU OHE3U HeWd, KOUumo cmywaeanm eauieno u Heco60mao

Cl’lOKOIZC'mGMe, CeUpHAmMAa My uie ce npespoviyd Ha OCeUpPKeAre, npaedugo u 6esnpucmpacmH0



OCBUPKBAHE, KAK6OMO 3acjiyacasant MHO20 1uya, qbakmu U cooumust 6 Hauus npumucHam om

HeBOJU JHCUBOM.
Ilocpewneme c 0o6po cvpye eecenus LLypey.

[IpenucTBaiiku cTpaHuLUTE Ha OpO MBbPBHU, YCTAHOBSIBAME, Y€ Mpe3 FOAUHUTE TOU HE
MIPOMEHS KOHLEMIUATA CH, HE TIPOMEHsI pyOPUKHUTE, T€POUTE, MHTEIIEKTYaTHUSl CAaTUPHUEH 3apsij
- 710 nocnenuus 6poit ot 8 centemBpH 1944 1. BpHIIHUTE CHTPYIHHULIM B TO3U Opoii ca Kuten —
niceB1oHNM Ha 3a0pasenus [lersp Boitncku, Hecpetnuk — nounHanuar B kpast Ha 30-Te roJuHH
Ha XX B. [lumutsp JsakoB, 3meli ['opssHuH, yneTo uMe Oelie U3BaJICHO U3IO/I IIpalllHaTa 3aBeca
Ha 3a0paBara cieq 1989 r. Paiiko AsiekcueB MOAMKMCBa KapUKATypUTE ChbC COOCTBEHOTO CH HIME, a
TEKCTOBETE C IceBaoHnmuTe Kosupor u CDepI/I6Html. Ha gyetBBpTa CTpaHuIa € HaMepuiI MsICTO
XyMOpHCTHYEH Kanenaap ,,lllypen* 3a 1933 r. Harnex npuniya Ha 00MKHOBEH IBPKOBEH
KaJIeHJ1ap, HO BIKJaMme, ue Ha 31 sHyapu ce uectBa Ce. Amanac bypoe Mwvpsenax, na 14 u 15
deBpyapu cvotBeTHO C8. Tpughon Hapesan (ne e Kynes) n bnasicen npasnux Uzmpessan, Ha 3
MapT — Japysane cnoboous bvaeapcka, a mexay 11 u 23 cenremBpu uectBar 1gopyume
Buvaeapcxu — Mu. Hopoan Hosxoe Henpooym, Braxcen Kapanuiive Cnaokooymue, I'e Cmamamos
Yawxkonrwd, Danmasze Tooop Tpaanos, Jaman Kangha Pubonosey n T.H. TUPaAXBT HA IbPBUS

opoii e 1900 ex3emriutsipa. BB BTOpHs Opoil U3aTensaT nuue:

ITvpsusm o6poti na Hawus eecen LL[ypey, koumo uzneze munaiama cbooma Hamepu
MaKkw»e cCbpoeueH npuem y uumamenume, ye cOOCmeenume Hu O4aK8auusi ouooxa 08yKpamuo u
MPUKPAMHO HAOMUHamu. 3aujomo HUKoea He OUI0 OONYCMUMO, Ye HO8 8eCIHUK U MO CeOMUYEH,
a HA 8CUYKOMO OmMeope U XyMOPUCIUYEH, ue Modice 0d npemvpnu 3a 08adecen U Yemupu 4aca

mpu nOC1e008amenHUu U30aHus U naxK 0a ce oxkasxice Heoocmue.”’

B rogunaunTe THpaxsT Ha u3ganueTo crasa 20, 25 1o 50 000 6pos. XymMopbT €
WHTEJIUTEHTEH, C YyBCTBO 3a MPUIMYHKE (32 pa3IuKa OT MHOTO JAPYTH BECTHUIIN U CITUCAHHUS B
TO3H ’KaHp MO TOBA BpEME) U MSIPKa, U M0 TO3U HAYHMH CTaBa BECTHHK 3a CEMEHHO 3a0aBJIeHNUE.

3acnmyraTa 3a TOBa € Ha peJaKTopa, KOWTO MPUBJINYA 332 ChbTPYAHULIN HAll-CUIIHUTE Tepa Ha

! Haii-monmynsipausit ncesjonnM Ha Paiiko Anexcres — ®pa Jlnasoino i Fra Diavolo e sanmcrsan ot Pagu B. Pazen
— pexakrop Ha B-K ,,Cmsax u cemu” (1898-1899), penakTop BBB B-K ,,BeuepHa moma”, mbTEIECTBEHHUK, HAPOIEH
npencrasuten B XVII OHC, xmet Ha Codust o Bpeme Ha IIppBaTa cCBETOBHA BOMHA.



cBoeto Bpeme — Jlumutsp [loaswp3auor (Xamer npunn Jdarcku), Toma U3mupnues (Goma
®omuy), Hoopu Hemupos, Crt. JI. Koctos, Tpudon Kynes, 3meii ['opsiaun (CBeTo3zap
Humutpos), Aumutsp Tanes, Enun Ilenun. Cpen xynoxxuuuure ca CtossH Benes, Anekcanabp
Jo6punos, nus bemkos, Hukomna Ty3cy30B u 1p. 3a npbB BT B OBATAPCKUS TIEPUOANICH
reyar ce MmosiBsBar (POTOKOJAXKH, KOUTO ca COOCTBEHOPBHUYHO u3paboTeHu ot Paiiko Anekcues.
OCTpOoyMHHUTE TEKCTOBE OIIIE TIOBEYE MOACKIBAT KOMUYHHA eekT. C HOXuIa U CHUMKH Fra

Diavolo criio6siBa kKoaa)xy Ha IMOJUTULIM, KOJIETH IIUCATENH, Ha ce0e CH.

ITpe3 1938 r. Paiiko AnekcueB chOMpa, HAIMCBA MPEATOBOP U U3/1aBa B ,,XeMyc"
crpeTHaTo Tomue ,,Xymop u catupa* ot Toma U3mupnues (Poma @omud) — pe1OBHUST
cbTpynHuK Ha lllypen u 1yxoBeH cbMUIIUIEHUK Ha Paliko AjieKcHeB, OTHILIBII CU PAHO OTKHUBOTA,
ensa Ha 40 rogunu. [Ipe3 1976 r. uznuza Tom IbpBH Ha ,,PeUHNK HA ObJTapCcKaTa JIUTepaTypa.
Cpen noBeye U Mo-MajkKo MO3HATUTE UMEHA Ha JINTEPATypHU JEHIIU ChbBCEM HEOYAKBAHO CE
Hapexaa umerto Ha lypena. Ot 1944 r. 10 TO31 MOMEHT TBOPYECTBOTO MY € CTAPATEIHO
peHeOperBaHo U yKPUBAHO OT OYUTE Ha IMO-MJIAI0TO MoKosieHrne. CKpOMHU MHUIIUAIIN CTOST
non cratusita — B. . — Becka MBanosa. Kost e Ts1? Becka ViBaHOBa abru ronuHu paboTH B
WuctutyTa 3a tureparypa u 3aBexkaa kabuner ,,Xpucrto Cmupnencku‘. [Inemennuia e Ha
opatsita Xpucto CmupHencku u Toma M3mupnues, abieps € Ha TsxHata cectpa Hanexna.
CemeiinaTa maMer u 06JaropoCcTBO 3a1bJKaBaT B. MIBaHOBa 1a mpeioxku U Ja HacTosIBa Jia
ObJie BKIIOYEHO B OQUIMATTHOTO U3JJaHie U UMETO Ha ,,Bpara‘ Ha Hapoja. Pa3oupa ce, ctatusra e
HamucaHa B 1yxa Ha 70-te ronuHu Ha XX B., HO TOBa HE OMaJIOBaXkaBa 3aciiyrara Ha

JIUTepaTrypHarTa JCsATCIIKaA.

B apxuBa Ha nmuteparypaus kputuk ['eopru KoncrantuHoB ce na3u nucMo ot Paiiko
AnekcueB, B KOETO TOM OTTOBaps Ha Mojibara My 3a U3Ipaiiane Ha oudnuorpadus, HeoOxoauma

3a KHUTara My ,,IBopiLiu Ha Obarapckara aureparypa (1941). :

... Omnocno ,,6ubnuoepaguama “ — HAMAM HA PLKA HUMO €0HO NUCAHE 3d
Moume pabomu, 3a 0a mu yKaxca mo4Ho oamume u Opoeeeme Ha CRUCAHUAMA, 8 KOUMO ¢d
uzoasanu. He 3nas mouno kou mu e npasun yecmma 0a OpacHe Hewjo NOXE6AIHO Wl He 3a MeH,
0CB8eH Musl 30 KOUMO CU CHOMHSM, Ye ca ce 00axcoau no pasuu nogoou. He com cmaman, ue we
BNU3AM 8 EHYUKILIONEOUs], MA He CbM Ce SPUICUT 0d cbOepa ,, OOKYMEHMU 30 camoxeaicmeo . A u

ceza He cvsamam, e ¢ mpyda CU CoM 3ACTIYHCUIL mast yecm. Pabomun com upa6omﬂ ynopumo,



NBbK Kamo MuHam ouje ZOOMHM, dKo Hew,o on moea, Koemo Com pa60muﬂ ocmane — e ce

padeaM, e He Hanpasho CoM nponuisi sicueoma Cu.

AKo 1u nvk Memaama Ha 3a6pa6ama nomenie 6CU4YKO — 30[7(166.’

Codghus, 4.V.1940 2 Teou Paiiko Anexcues

bes cyera, 6e3 camouyBCTBUE Ha ,,TIOOMMEI] HA My3UTE", TBOPEIIBT BBPIIH CBOSATA paboTa

C OTTOBOPHOCT, C YUCTAa CBbBCCT U 663KOpI/ICTHOCT.

Hamupa Bpeme n1a ce otaBa u Ha J000MMOTO cH X00u — pubosioBa. lleasp e kbM
cbOpaTATa CU 10 MEepo U YeTKa — ¢ JOOpU XOHOpapH UJIM € 3a€MH, KOUTO HUKOIa HsMa Jia ObJ1aT
BbpHatHu... KynyBa cu gykcoszeHn aBromobun ,,ll{aep*, mputexaBa pa3skolieH anapTaMeHT Ha
OpiioB MocT, Buia Ha Yamkopusi, BuiHO Msicto B bostna, max 700 000 niB. B akuuu... PaaBa ce Ha
KpacuBa ChIIpyra U TpU MaJKu MoMuYeHla. Paiiko AnekcreB nMa KUBOT, 32 KOWTO MOKE BCEKH
Jla MeuTae, HO 3aJ] TOBa CTOM MHOI'O TPy, MHOTO aMOMIIMs ¥ MHUI[MATHBA, OTPOMEH TaJaHT.

Ob6aue 3aBUCTTa HE MIPOILIABa ycIexa.

Bce omie Hssmame crOpann wim n3dpaHu chunHeHHs Ha Paiiko AnekcueB. A ToBa Oerre
Medrara Ha Panoit PannH, mbpBUAT, KOMTO BB3KpecH UMETO My. JKUB JI € TEHUAT Ha 3aBUCTTA

WJIH ,,MeTJaTa Ha 3a0paBara‘“ e MUHE Mpe3 KUBOTa U aenoto Ha [llypeuna?



