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The Pripek Dialect from the Dzhebel Region — a Book Review

The book The Pripek Dialect from the Dzhebel Region by Hristina Toncheva and Ivan G.
Iliev is one of the few monographs exploring an individual Bulgarian Rhodope dialect (others
being the studies dedicated to the Momchilovtsi, Tihomir, Hvoyna, Devesil and Zlatograd
dialects, among others). The book consists of eight chapters: 1. The Village of Pripek; 2.
Existing Research on the Village and its Dialect; 3. Phonetic Features of the Dialect; 4.
Morphological Features; 5. Syntax; 6. Lexicology; 7. Notes on Toponymy and 8. Conclusions.
The book is supplemented with dialect texts which are made available as audio recordings on
the internet.

The authors show that the Bulgarian Pripek dialect, until now regarded as a variant of the
Zlatograd dialect, is a separate Rhodope dialect despite some shared features between the two.
The Pripek dialect has retained the archaic &2 vowel already lost in the other villages around
Zlatograd and Nedelino and the phonetic change of ¢ to « (i) in stressed syllables. Other
differences include: the lack of akavism (the vowel a is not used instead of 0); the formation
of the superlative degree of adjectives with the particle néi- (ney-); the formation of the dative
plural of personal pronouns — nu and su (ni and mi) *to them’; the regular formation of the
negative future forms without the particle oa (da): #’ama moa (n’ama moa) °’1 won’t be able’;
adverbs and demonstrative pronouns ending in -auka (-anka): eiumysanxa here’, etc. It is
apparent that some of these peculiarities of the Pripek dialect which are not found in other
villages in the region of Zlatograd are borrowed from neighbouring dialects spread to the
north (the particle neii-, the pronoun mu *to them”). In fact, according to a legend, part of the
Pripek population has come exactly from that region. Other characteristics (the vowel w1, the
change of ¢ to ) are found in the Bulgarian Paulician dialect — a formerly Rhodope dialect,
nowadays spoken in the region of Plovdiv and in Northern Bulgaria. Using a comparative
method of study, the authors conclude that the latter probably originates from the region of
Kardzhali, at present inhabited by Turkish population.

The part dedicated to lexicology explores native Bulgarian lexis and borrowings from Turkish
and Greek. It includes a dictionary which contains a lot of words so far unknown to
dialectologists. The dialect texts are very interesting as well. The authors have included two
variants of The Legend of Struna, The Legend of Wood-nymphs, etc. and several folk songs,
along with conversations about every-day life and the grammatical peculiarities of the dialect
under study. Greetings and curses are also included.

The collection of dialect material and the writing of the book have taken more than fifteen
years, but the result is impressive — a comprehensive description of an almost unknown
Bulgarian dialect, an interesting and useful study which elucidates phenomena and inter-
dialect relationships in the Eastern Rhodope region and Eastern Bulgaria.
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Ilernp KpuBuen
(IlnoBaus, IInoBnuBcku yHuBepcurer ,,Ilancuit Xunengapcku)

I'oBopbT Ha ceo Ilpunek, /d:xedesicko — 0T3UB

Kuwurata ,,I'oBopsT Ha ceno [Ipunek, J[xedencko* or Xpucruna TonyeBa u UBan I
Nnues e eqHa 0T MaIKOTO MOHOTpa(uH, TOCBETECHU Ha OTJEITHU POJOIICKH JHAJICKTH (PEAOM
C T€3u, KOUTO u3cieaBaT ropopute Ha Momuumnosiy, Tuxomup, Porkara, neBecusickute ceina
u 3marorpajcko). Ts ce cberon ot oceM riaBu: 1. Ceno Ilpunek; 2. Jloceramnau npoy4yBaHus
BBPXY CEII0TO ¥ HEroBHsI roBop; 3. POHETHYHH 0COOCHOCTH Ha roBopa; 4. Mopdomoruaau
ocobenoctH; 5. Cunrakcuc; 6. Jlekcukosorus; 7. benexxku 3a TOmoHUMUSATA U 8.
3akmrouenue. OCBEH TOBa B Kpasi Ha U3CJIEABAHETO Ca MOMECTEHHU JUAICKTHU TEKCTOBE, KOUTO
MOTraT Jia C€ YysT B CIEIUATHO ayIU0 MPUIIOKEHNE OHJIAlH.

B moHorpadusita ce mokaspa, ue CMATAHUAT JIOCETA 3a YaCT OT 3J71aTOTPAIACKUS JUATCKT
roBop Ha ceno [Ipunek e caMoCTOsITeNICH pOIOIICKH TOBOP, HE3aBUCUMO OT HSIKOM OOIITH
YepTHU MEXK]Y HETO M 371aTOrpaJCKOTO Hapeune. B mpunemkus roBop ce HabJto1aBat
ynotpeba Ha apxandyHaTa rjacHa bl, BeUe U3ue3Hasla B cejiata okoJio 3nmarorpan u HepenuHo,
1 oHeTHYHA MPOMsHA ¢ = U o yaapenue. OCBeH TOBa JUIICBAa aKaBU3bM (TJlacHATa & HE
3aMeHs O B HeyJapeHa MO3HIIMsI ), IPEeBb3X0AHATA CTEIICH MIPH MpUIaraTeIHuTe ce 00pa3ysa C
YyacTUlla HeH-, TUTypaJIHUTE NaTUBHU (JOPMHU HA JINYHUTE MECTOUMEHHUS Ca HU U MU "UM’,
(dhopmuTe 3a OTpUIIATETTHO OBJCIIEC BpeMe OOMKHOBEHO ce oOpa3yBar 0e3 yacTuIlaTa Ja: H' ama
MoOa ’HsIMa Jia Mora’, MHOTO Hape4us U TTOKa3aTeIHi MECTOMMEHHS 3aBbPIIBAT HA -aHKa:
eiiTyBaHka 'TyK’ U T. H. SICHO e, 4e HSIKOH OT crielu(PUIHUTE YEPTH B IPUIICIIKUS TOBOD,
KOUTO HE CE CpeliaT B ceara OKOJIOo 371aTorpaji, ca 3a€TH OT ChCEIHH TUATIEKTH,
Pa3MoJIOKEHH Ha CeBEp OT CeNOTO (YacTUllaTa HeH-, MECTOMMEHUETO MU 'MM’) — JIeTeHa
paskasBa, ue 4acT OT HacesleHueTo Ha [Ipuriek e mo1ia UMEHHO OT TO3H peruoH. pyru ot
ocobOeHocTHUTE (TJ1acHaTa bI, 3aMsHaTa € = U) Ce CpelaT U B MABIUKSIHCKUS THAICKT — OUBIII
POJIOTICKH TUAJIEKT, cera TOBOPEH B Hsikou cena B [moBnuscko u B CeBepHa buarapust.
N3non3Baiiku CpaBHUTEIHUS METOJl, aBTOPUTE CTUTAT JI0 3aKJIFOUEHHETO, Y€ MaBIUKIHCKOTO
Hapevre BEpOSTHO pousin3a oT Kbpmxanuiickus peruoH, cera 0OuTaBaH OT TYPCKO
HaceJeHue.

B yacrra, mocBeTeHa Ha JIGKCUKATHUTE OCOOEHOCTH Ha TOBOPA, B KOSITO C€ U3CIIeIBAT
OPUTHHAITHUTE OBJITAPCKHU TyMH U TYPCKUTE M TPHLKHUTE 3a€MKHU, UMa U PEUHUK, KOHUTO
CHIBpXKa PeIIla JOCeTra HEeN3BECTHU Ha JUAICKTONI03UuTe qymMu. IHTepecHu ca u
JuaneKTHUTe TekcToBe. Hamuie ca 1Ba BapuaHTa Ha JiereHaara 3a CTpyHa HeBecTa, JiereHaa
3a FOJUTE MOMH M HSKOJIKO HAPOJHH TIECHH, HAPEJ] C pa3TOBOPH OT BCEKUIHEBHUS KUBOT WU
TaKWBa, Pa3siCHSABAIIM IPaMaTUYHU 0COOEHOCTH Ha TOBOpa. He ca moMUHATH M MO3/IpaBUTE U
TICYBHUTE.

CwvOupaHeTo Ha AUANIEKTHUS MaTepual U MOJATOTOBKATa HA KHUTATa ca OTHEIIM Ha aBTOPHUTE
MOBEYE OT METHAJIECET TOJUHHU, HO PE3YATAThT OT TO3HU TPY/ € ITBIHOTO ONMUCAHUE Ha eINH
MOYTH HEM3BECTEH OBITApPCKU IUAJICKT, MHTEPECHO M3CIIE/IBaHEe, KOSTO U3SCHSBA SBICHUS U
JIMAJIEKTHU OTHONIEHUA B pailoHa Ha M3Tounute Pogonu u M3trouna bearapus.



