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ABSTRACT

This book attempts to bridge a gap and to correct a series of inaccurate or erroneous ideas
about the early years of Slatan Dudow (1903-1963). He is known primarily for his
collaboration with Bertold Brecht in the late 1920s and the 1930s and as one of the great
names in German cinema. His debut Kuhle Wampe (Empty Stomachs, 1932) is considered a
predecessor of neorealist cinema and ranks among the twenty greatest German films. A global
phenomenon, highly acclaimed by Jean-Luc Godard and other representatives of the French
New Wave, it has inspired and enlightened filmmakers around the world for many decades
since its premiere as a model for political cinema that, in universal everyday situations,
reveals the logic of social clashes and the path to social change.

The Right Path to Cinema tells about the first twenty-some years of Slatan Dudow’s life, his
origins and growth as an individual. What did his native town of Tsaribrod (present-day
Dimitrovgrad in Serbia), then a small district centre located 60 kilometers from the capital of
the Kingdom of Bulgaria, contribute to his success? Who were his teachers at Sofia’s Third
Male High School who ignited his passion for theatre and cinema? How did he keep these
dreams from fading away amidst the misery and hyperinflation of Berlin? What ideas did he
manage to transplant on Bulgarian soil from this most dynamic 1920s European cultural
metropolis through his articles and correspondence for the Sofia film magazine Nasheto kino
(Our Cinema)? What were the events he witnessed in Bulgaria that shaped his later political
and social views?
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Anexcanabp Jones. 3uaran Aynos. [IpaBusit nbT KbM KMHOTO. Om
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uskycreara, Cexrop ,,Expannn uskycrsa“, Cogus, 2023, 199 c. ISBN 978-
619-7619-25-6

PE3IOME

Ta3u KkHMUra ce ONMTBa Ja 3aI'bJIHU €JHA IIPAa3HUHA U J1a KOPUTHpa NOpEAULla HETOUHU
WJIM TIOTPEITHH TBBPICHUS 3a paHHUTE roauHu Ha 3nataH JynoB (1903 — 1963). Toii e usBec-
TE€H OCHOBHO KaTO ChTpyAHUK Ha bpexT B kpast Ha 1920-te u npe3 1930-te u karo eaHo OT
rojeMuTe UMeHa B repmaHckoro kuHo. Herosusar neGrot ,,Kyne Bamne* /IIpaznu cromacu/
(1932) ce cmsTa 3a IpenlIECTBEHUK HAa HEOpeaiu3Ma U Ce Hapexiaa Cpel IBaJeceTTe Haii-
BeNMKM HeMckH (uima. Toil e cBeroBen (enomen, onener ot XKan-JIrok ['ogap u konerure
My OT ¢peHckata HoBa BbJIHA, U MHOTO JECETHIICTHs CJIe] IpeMUepara Cu BIABXHOBSIBA U
IPOCBETIsIBA KUHEMATOrpaUCTH 1O LEIHs CBAT KaTo o0pasell 3a MOJUTHYECKO KUHO, KOETO
B YHUBEPCAJIHU )KUTEHCKHU CUTYyalluU pa3KpHBa JOTMKaTa Ha COLMAIHUTE KOH(IMKTU U BT
3a IpPOMsIHA Ha 00OLIECTBOTO.

»IIpaBUAT BT KbM KMHOTO® pa3Kas3Ba 3a IIbPBUTE ABAJECET W HIKOJIKO TN'OJAWHMU HA
3natad [{ynoB, 3a HErOBUS NPOU3XOJ U U3IPaXKAAaHE KaTo JUYHOCT. KakBO My naBa pOOHUAT
[MapuOpon, nuec Aumurposrpan B CbpOusi, ToraBa MaabK OKOJIMMCKM LEHTBHp Ha 60 Kuio-
merpa oT crosmuara Ha LlapcrBo bwirapus? Kou ca yuurenute my B coduiickata Tpera
MB)KKa TUMHAa3Usl, KOUTO 3alaBaT y HETo CTpacTTa KbM TeaTbpa U kuHOoTo? Kak He momycka
T€3W MEUTH Jla yracHaT cpej MHu3epusiTa U xunepuHduanuara Ha ToraBamnus bepaun? Kak-
BU MJIeW NpeHacsl Ha Obirapcka Mmousa OT TO3M Haill-aiuHamuyeH mpe3 1920-te eBpomneiicku
KYJITYpeH METPOIOJIHC Ype3 CBOMTE CTaTMM U KOPECHOHIEHLUHU 3a CO(PUHCKOTO (HUIMOBO
cnucanue ,,Hamero kuno*“? Kou cpOutus ot Obarapckara eMCTBUTETHOCT (GOpMUpPAT HETO-
BUTE COLMATIHU U MOJUTUYECKH Bb3TIean?



