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ABSTRACT

The current edition of “Selected Epitaphs from the Decline of the Roman Empire* from 2025
by the DA Poetry Publishing House is a second, supplemented edition of the 1992 edition,
which contains only the first part of the current edition. The current edition includes two parts
- pars prima homines / first part people, with 17 epitaphs, and pars secunda animales / second
part animals, with 10 epitaphs. This poetic book contains mystifications of the popular genre in
antiquity of the epitaph, which could be dedicated to both people and animals - pets. The poet
Kiril Merjanski, also a specialist in the history of Ancient Rome, provides the poetic plots of
the epitaphs about human destinies and those of animals with a real historical context, which
makes their reading fascinating and multidimensional.

Kiril Merjanski graduated from Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski with a Master’s degree
in Ancient and Medieval History, and in 2007 he earned another Master’s degree in History
from Wright State University, USA. In 1981 he began teaching at the National School of
Ancient Languages and Cultures Saint Constantine-Cyril the Philosopher. Between 1987 and
2002 he worked as editor and head of the History and Law editorial department at the St.
Kliment Ohridski University Press.

He is the author of the poetry books Night Tide (1990), Selected Epitaphs from the Decline of
the Roman Empire (1992), Cloudy Land (1995), The Myth of Odysseus in the New Bucolic
Poetry (1997), Birds, Views, Deserts (2002), and Future of Antiquity: Selected Poems, Drama,
Translations, an Interview, and Texts About Him (2021). The book was edited by Iren
Ivancheva-Merjanska, who also conducted the interview with the author and wrote the
foreword. Kiril Merjanski is also the author of the plays Who Killed Pythagoras? (1988) and
Theresius the Blind (1999). Together with Dorothea Tabakova, he translated Sophocles’
Antigone (2015).

Merjanski’s poetry has been translated into English, French, German, Spanish, Russian,
Swedish, Greek, Czech, Hungarian, Serbian, Croatian, and Bosnian. In 2019 he was a guest of
honour at the World Poetry Festival in Medellin, Colombia, and in 2021 at the World Poetry
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Festival in Caracas, Venezuela. In 2024 he received the Konstantin Pavlov National Poetry
Prize.

Kupua Mepaxancku. M30panu enuraduum ot 3aj1e3a Ha Pumckara
umnepus. U3naresncrso 3a noesus /1A, 2025, 84 c. ISBN: 978-619-70-8294-4

PE3IOME

Hacrosmero u3nanue Ha ,,M30panu enutaduu oT 3aime3a Ha Pumckara mmmepws ™,
2025 r., na U3narencrBo 3a noe3us A e Bropo, gonbineHo. [Ipeanoro, ot 1992 r., cbabpixa
camo mppBarta yacT. Cera aBTOpBT € BKIIIOYIII JIBE YaCTH — pars prima homines / mbpBa yact —
xopa, cee 17 enmradum, u pars secunda animales / BTopa dact — »uBoTHH, ¢ 10 enuradum.
[ToeTnyHaTa KHUTA MpeaIara MUCTU(UKAIIMY HA TIOMYJISIPHUS KaHpP B aHTUYHOCTTA HA eMUTa-
¢usiTa, KOATO € MOXKeJa Aa ObJie MOCBETEHa KaKTO Ha XOpa, Taka U Ha KUBOTHU — JJOMAILIHU
mobumiy. [Toerst Kupun Mepmaxancku, cienianucT rno ucropus Ha JpeBHus Pum, cHabnsBa
noerudeckute (Hadynu Ha enuTapuuTe 32 YOBEIIKUTE ChAOW U T€3H Ha )KMBOTHHUTE C PEajieH
HUCTOPUYECKH KOHTEKCT, KaTo MPaBU Y€TEHETO UM YBIIEKATHO MHOTOM3MEPHO.

Kupna Mepaxancku 3aBbpuiBa ucropust B Copuiickust yuusepcurter ,,CB. Kinnment
Oxpuacku® ¢bC CTENEH MaruCThp M0 aHTUYHA U CPEJHOBEKOBHA UCTOpHS, a ipe3 2007 r., cbe
chIaTa cremneH, 3apbpiuBa uctopus U B Paiit Creiit FOHuBBpcuTn (Wright State University),
CAILL. ITpe3 1981 r. 3anouBa pa6ota kato npenojasaten B HI'JIEK ,,Cs. Koncrartun Kupun
®dunocod®. B mepuoma 1987 — 2002 r. € pegakTop u 3aBexaall peaakuus ,,Fictopust u mpaBo*
KbM YHHBEPCUTETCKOTO M3aarenctso Ha CY ,,CB. Knmument Oxpuacku®.

ABTOp Ha KHUTHUTE ¢ noe3ust: ,,Homen npunus* (1990), ,,136panu enutadun ot 3ae3a
Ha Pumckara ummnepus“ (1992), ,,O6xauna 3zemsa” (1995), ,,Murst 3a Opuceii B HOBaTa
oykonuuecka moe3us‘ (1997), ,,Iltunu, nornenu, myctuau‘ (2002), ,,bbpaemie Ha aHTUYHOCTTA.
N36pano. Iloe3us, npama, mpeBoau, aHKeTa U 3a Hero*“. CbcTaBUTEN, BOACI] aHKETaTa U aBTOP
Ha npearoopa kbM kaurara Mpen VMBanuea-Mepmxancka (2021), kakTo 1 Ha nuecure ,,Koi
you I[MTurtarop?* (1988) u ,,Tepesuii cnenusat* (1999). [IpeBexna B cbTpyaHudecTBo ¢ Jlopores
TabakoBa ,,AnTurona* Ha Cogoxsi (2015). [loe3usta Ha Kupun Meppkancku e peBexiaHa
Ha aHIJUICKH, (PEHCKU, HEMCKH, UCIAHCKU, PYCKH, IIBEJCKH, I'PBIKH, YEHIKH, YHIapCKH,
cpbOCKH, XbpBaTckH, 60ocHeHcku. [1pe3 2019 r. yuacTBa kaTo mouereH roct BbB decTrBaia Ha
cBeToBHaTa noe3ust B Mexnenus, Komym6us, a npe3 2021 r. BpB ®PecTuBania Ha CBETOBHATA
noe3ust B Kapakac, Benenyena.

ITpe3 2024 r. € yA0CTOEH ¢ HallMOHAIHATa Harpaja 3a noesus ,,Koncrantun [1aBios*.

OrmpaBka:

B paznena ,,JIOKyMEHTBT: HAy4HO HHTEPBIO* B Kpad Ha ,,PazroBop ¢ Kupun Mepxan-
CKM TI0 IOBOJ HAa HOBOTO M3/1aHue Ha M36panu enumaguu* Ha Upen ViBanueBa-MepakaHcka,
npencraBsime cenekuuara Ha K. Meppkancku Ha mecT enutaduu — MO TpU OT MbpBaTa U OT
BTOpATa 4acT, a UMEHHO:

,, Viator ignotus (HEM3BECTEH MBTHUK — 7)%,

,Numerius Carus (Hymepuii Kap)*,

»Pamphylius thraex (ITamdummii rmaguarop)®,

,Fortunatus canis Sodati, osteofractarii, genus miscellum (®optynar kyde na Conar,

octeo(dpakTapuii, mopoja HeompeaeneHa) ,
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,,Canis profugus (bezmomuo ky4e)®,
,,Erotos — caper pullii, archimimi, domini gregis (Epot — ko3en Ha [lynuii, apxumum,
IpUTEKaTel Ha MUMHYECKa aKTbOpCKa Tpyma)®.

References:
In the section ,,The Document: Scientific Interview,* at the end of “Conversation with Kiril
Merjanski on the Occasion of the New Edition of Selected Epitaphs® by Iren Ivancheva-
Merjanska, we present K. Merjanski's selection of six epitaphs—three from the first part and
three from the second part, namely:
,, Viator Ignotus (Unknown Traveler)*,
,,Numerius Carus®,
,Pamphylius thraex (Pamphyluis the gladiator),
,Fortunatus canis Sodati, osteofractarii, genus miscellum (Fortunat, dog of Sodat,
osteofraktarius, breed undetermined)*,
,,Canis profugus (Stray Dog)*,
,»EBrotos — caper pullii, archimimi, domini gregis (Eros — Pullius' goat, archmime, owner
of a mime acting troupe)*.
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