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Analysis by Nikolay Vlahov. ,,Prof. Pancho Vladigerov* National Academy of Music,
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ABSTRACT

After a long period of avoiding the piano as object of creative interest, Albena Petrovic
Vratchanska resumed writing music for this instrument in 2013, provoked by several
commissions marking the beginning of a series of solo piano works eminently representative
of her individual style. They have been in performance in various countries across the world,
featured on prestigious international forums of music, become part of the repertoire of
acclaimed interpreters, published as printed music, and included in audio albums.

What characterises a major part of these compositions is that they are grounded in what has
become a principled approach in the pianistic thinking of their author: the derivation of thematic
material through musical-cryptographic procedures, developed in various epochs by composers
representative of the spirit of their times. But the use of musical cryptography by Albena
Petrovic Vratchanska does not represent in itself some anachronistic creative return to solutions
already tested in times past. On the contrary, the purpose of her artistic explorations lies in
making the discovery of compositional techniques of the past in order to test their creative
potential in the present and re-invent and re-imagine them as original and productive working
method within a contemporary context. This strategic instrumentalization of ancient
compositional devices in view of adapting them within the composer's individual method of
composition is what validates her music works—her keyboard pieces in particular—as original
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solutions in their own right: distinctive for the specific type of creative legitimisation, which
stirs important questions concerning the situation in which music is found in our day.

The present study offers possible answers and interpretations from the position of experience
with history, and in the awareness of the outstanding importance of musical-historic memory
for the analytical reflection with respect to contemporary specimens of music.

THE BOOK INCLUDES:

= 444 pages (A4) of experimental in form and genre research of the piano music by
internationally renowned Bulgarian-Luxembourgish composer Albena Petrovic Vratchanska;

= 46 reproductions of abstract paintings based on the pieces and their analyses, 24
graphic collages and 6 photo collages by multidisciplinary artist Nikolay Vlahov;

= numerous vignettes of musical text from the composer's scores;

= attached audio files with studio recordings of all pieces for solo piano and for piano
duo presented in the study — over 200 minutes of music performed by Gergana Nestorova, Ines
Simeonova and Atmospheres Piano Duo (Mila Mihova and Alexandra Dicheva).
The recordings were made in the concert hall of the “Prof. Pancho Vladigerov” National
Academy of Music thanks to a project of the History of Music and Ethnomusicology
Department at the Theory, Composition and Conducting Faculty of the Academy. Sound
recording, editing and mastering: Kremena Angelova. Sound recording assistant: Maria-
Karolina Koynova.
The limited luxury pilot edition of the book is on satin eco-paper, with hard covers with velvet
coating and stamped letters of golden foil.
Scientific editor: Natasha Yapova; proof-reader: Alexander Georgiev; graphic design: Nikolay
Vlahov & Iliya Gramatikov; layout: Boyka Pochinkova; print: Direct Services.
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Namsa I'pamatukos. CKPUTHU BYKBU — PASKPUTHU BJISAHOBE. Hab/monenusi BbpXy
KJIaBUpHUTe nHecH HA AnbeHa [lerpoBuy Bpauancka ¢ npociiesiBaHe Ha CbIIOCTABUMH
SIBJICHUS B MY3HMKaJHaTAa HcTOpUsi. C a0CTPaKTHA )KMBOIKC 0 MHMECUTE U TEXHUTE
aHajau3u ot Huxkomai Biaxos. Haunonaana mysukaana akagemus ,,Ilpo¢. Ilanuo
Baagurepos®, 2025, 444 c. ISBN 978-619-7566-22-2

PE3IOME

Crnien kaTo ABATO M305TBA MMMAHOTO KaTO OOCKT Ha TBOpUYECKH MHTEepec, mpe3 2013 ro-
muHa Anbena [lerpoBuy BpauaHcka 3amodBa OTHOBO J1a MUIIE MYy3HWKa 32 HHCTPYMEHTA, MPO-
BOKHpaHa OT HAKOJKO MOPBYKH, OCTABUIIM HAYAIOTO Ha MOPEAULIA SIPKO MPEACTaBUTEIHH 32
WH/IMBUJYaJIHUSI M CTHJI COJIOBU MHecH. Te 3BydaTr B pa3JIMYHU CTPAHH IO CBETA, y4acTBaT B
MPECTKHU MEXKIYHAPOIHHA POPYMH, CTABAT YacT OT perepToapa Ha U3THKHATH HHTEPIIPETa-
TOpH, MyOJIMKYBAT C€ KaTO HOTHH MU3/IaHUS U CE BKJIIOYBAT B 3BYKO3AIMUCHU aTOyMH.

3HaUMTENHA YaCT OT TE3M OIYCHU CE€ XapaKTEePU3UPAT C MIPUHIIUITHUSA 32 KIIABUPHOTO MU-
CJICHE Ha aBTOPKAaTa MOAXO0/1 32 U3BEXAaHE HA TEMAaTUYHUSI MaTEepHUall Ype3 MY3UKATHOKPUIITO-
rpadcku mporeaypu, pa3paboTBaHU B Pa3IMYHUA HCTOPUICCKU MIOXU OT PEIPE3CHTATHBHHM 32
JyXa Ha CBOETO BpeMe KoMIto3uTopu. Ho n3mom3BaneTo Ha My3uKaiiHa Kpunrorpadus ot A-
oena [letpoBuu Bpauancka He e mposiBa Ha aHAXPOHUCTUYHO OOpBIIaHE Ha3aJ KbM Beue U3IH-
TaHU PEIICHUS OT OTMUHAIM BpeMeHa. HanpoTus, Xy10)KeCTBEHUTE M ThPCEHUS UMAT 3a 3a/1a-
Ya J]a OTKPUAT KOMIIO3UIIMOHHH ITOXBATH OT MUHAJIOTO C I1eJ1 U3NPOOBAHETO HA TEXHHUS MOTEH-
[[MaJl B HACTOSIIIETO M MTPEOCMHUCIITHETO UM KaTO OpUTHHAJICH U POYKTUBEH HAUMH Ha paboTa
B ChbBPEMEHEH KOHTEKCT. ToBa CTpATErMYeCcKO MOCATaHe KbM CTapU KOHCTPYKTUBHU MEXaHU3-
MU, 3a Ja ObJaT afanTUPaHu B UHIUBUAYATHUS KOMIO3UIIMOHEH METO/I Ha aBTOpKATa, BaJlu-
JIpa MPOU3BEICHUSITA M KATO CAMOOUTHU PELIEHHUs ChC CIICU(PUUCH TUII JISTUTUMALIUS, KOSTO
MIPOBOKMPA BaKHU BBIIPOCH OTHOCHO CUTYallMsITa HA My3UKaTa B HAILU JHU.

Hacrosioro uscneasane npeaiara Bb3MOXHU OTTOBOPHU U THIKYBAHHS OT MO3UIUS Ha
ONUTAa C UCTOPUATA U ChC Chb3HAHHUETO 33 U3BbHPETHOTO 3HAYECHUE HA MY3UKATTHOMCTOPUYECKA-
Ta TIaMeT 3a aHaJUTHYHATa pedIIeKCUs CIPSIMO ChbBPEMEHHUTE KOMITO3UIIMOHHH 00pa3IIu.

KHUT'ATA CBbAbPXKA:

= 444 crpanunu (A4) excriepUMEHTAIHO KaTo opMa U kKaHp U3CJIEIBaHE Ha KJIaBUP-
HaTa My3HMKa Ha MEeXJTyHAapOIHO U3sBeHaTa ObJITrapCcKO-TIOKCeMOYpreka KOMIO3UTOpka AndeHa
IlerpoBrny BpauaHncka;

= 46 penpoayKIMK Ha a0CTPAKTHH KMBOMKCHU KAPTHUHU 10 MUECUTE U aHAIIU3UTE UM,
24 rpaduuHu Konaxka M 6 QoTokoaaxa, AeJI0 Ha MYJITHAUCHUILTUHApHUS TBopen Hukomai
Bnaxos;
= MHOT'OOpPOIHM BUHETKH OT HOTEH TEKCT U3 MapTUTYpUTE HA KOMIIO3UTOPKATA;

= IPUJIO’KEHU ayAno(daiiiioBe CbC CTYIUITHU 3allMCH Ha BCUYKU MPEACTaBeHH B U3CTIE/I-
BaHETO MHMECHU 3a COJIO MMAHO U 3a KJIAaBUPHO Ayo — HaJ 200 MUHYTH My3HKa B U3IIBIIHEHUE HA
['eprana Hectoposa, Unec CumeonoBa u KnasupHo ayo Ammocgepu B cbetaB Muna Muxosa
u Anekcannpa Jluuesa.

3anucuTe ca OCBIIECTBEHH B KOHLIEPTHATa 3ay1a Ha HanmoHanHata My3uKanHa akaje-
mus ,,IIpod. Ilanuo Bnanurepos® no nmpoekt Ha kaTenapa ,,Jicropust Ha My3ukaTa U €THOMY3HU-
KoJIOTUA™ KbM TeopeTHKO-KOMIO3UTOPCKUS U AUPUTEHTCKH (haKkynTeT Ha AKaaemMusTa. 3BY-
KO3alUChT, MOHTAXXBT U MACTEPUHIBT ca Jeno Ha Kpemena AHrenoBa. ACHCTEHT 1O 3ByKO3a-
nuca — Mapus-Kaponuna KoitHosa.

JIyKCO3HOTO JIUMUTUPAHO NWJIOTHO M3/IaHUE € Ha CAaTEHUpaHa €KO XapTus, ¢ TBbPIU
KOPHITU ¢ KaaudeHa mpomMasKa M IaMIIOBaHu OYKBH OT 3JIaTHO (OJIHO.

Hayuyen penmakrop: Harama SlnoBa; xopektop: Anekcanabp l'eoprues; rpadudHo
odpopmienue: Hukonait Brnaxos u Mnust ['pamatukoB; npeaneyat: boiika [TounHKoBa; meyar:
Haiipexkt CbpBucHus.
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